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Aims & Scope
The pace of progress in the design of, and materials for, fire resistant buildings and other structures is rapidly 
accelerating. For engineered buildings in urban centers, an ongoing evolution from the current prescriptive approaches 
toward performance-based design (PBD) methodologies has enabled creative solutions for ensuring structural fire 
resistance. Within individual households and residential communities, more sensitive smoke and flame detection, 
rapid prototyping to bring innovative products to market, modernized systems for evaluating the impact of new fire 
protection technologies on residential life safety, and advances in state-of-the-art risk reduction tools and practices 
for fires at the wildland-urban interface are guiding development of more effective codes and standards that reduce 
residential fire losses. The objective of this special collection is to compile high quality papers that explore topics related 
to advances in fire protection, response, technologies, and tactics that can improve the resilience of communities and 
structures to fires by enabling fire resistant design and assessment of structures. This collection of papers will serve as a 
resource for researchers, practitioners, and educators interested in understanding emerging trends and opportunities 
related to structural fire engineering at the urban interface.

While the editors of JAE are interested in a wide range of topics, several sub-topics related to specific emerging areas of national 
interest include (but are not limited to):

1. Performance-based design for fires
2. Wildland-Urban Interface fires
3. Advances in materials for fire resistance and protection
4. Advances in technologies for fire resistance and protection, including early warning (e.g., fire suppression technologies, 

smoke alarms, flame detectors)
5. Community emergency response tactics and firefighting
6. Development of fire and building codes and standards (from individual household to community to regional scale)
7. Documenting trends in education related to fire protection
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Submission Guidelines

Submissions will be accepted on a rolling basis. Authors should follow the guidelines for ASCE journal submission and 
submit manuscripts electronically through the journal’s Editorial Manager website:  
https://www.editorialmanager.com/jrnaeeng/default.aspx

Authors should prepare their manuscripts according to guidelines found in “Publishing in ASCE Journals: A Guide for 
Authors” (https://ascelibrary.org/doi/book/10.1061/9780784479018).

When submitting, authors should indicate in the submission questions that the paper is being submitted in response 
to this call for papers (Special Collection: Structural Fire Engineering in Urban Interface).

Please note that this is an invitation to submit papers for peer review and does not imply acceptance for publication. 
Acceptance of submitted papers depends on the results of the normal refereed peer review process of the journal. 

All accepted papers submitted through this solicitation will be published in regular issues of the journal as they are 
accepted, and they will be added to a special online collection (which is similar to a print version of a special issue) 
and will be indexed for citations like other regular journal papers.


